
Vietnam War 
A Nation Divided 

The Vietnam War, 1945-1975 
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The Long Road To 
War 

Escalation of Vietnam 
 Vietnam’s quest for independence 

Paris Peace Conference-US need of French 
support for League of Nations 

Post World War II 

 Ho Chi Minh communist ties 

 US need French against USSR in Europe 

 NSC-68 

 Domino Theory 

Fall of China 

Korean War 

No one wanted to be the President “who 
lost Vietnam” to Communist 

 Shades of Red 

Stalin pressured China and North Korea to 
accept an armistice 

US believed USSR could do so in Vietnam 
as well/International Conspiracy 

China aids Vietminh-but Vietnam was not 
a puppet of China or Moscow 

Vietnam-Nationalist Goal 

“It is better to sniff French 
dung for a while than eat 
China’s all our life.” Ho Chi 

Minh 

“You have a row of 
dominos set up, you knock 

over the first one, and 
what will happen to the 
last one is the certainty 
that it will go over very 

quickly.  So you could have 
a beginning of a 

disintegrating that have 
the most profound 

influences.   IKE 
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The Long Road To War 
 Taking Over from the French 

 By 1954, US paying for 80% of 
French’s cost of war 
(weapons/health clinics) 

 French fall at Dien Bien Phu 
Geneva Accords (1954) 

 Vietminh North/French South of 
17th parallel 

 1956 General Elections for one 
government 

 Pres IKE refused to sign 

 US support S. Vietnam and 
President Ngo Dinh Diem 

 S.E.A.T.O. 
 Ho Chi Minh consolidated power 

in North by force/President Diem 
isolated himself by oppressing the 
people 

 National Liberation Front to 
oppose Diem 
Vietcong-Communist S. Vietnam 

 Vietminh-Communist N. Vietnam 
 

Newsweek Headline: 
“We can take pride in our 

support,” of Diem 
 

Other press called him 
“tough little miracle man” 
who brought stability to 

South Vietnam 

“that there is no one to 
take his place who 
would serve U.S. 
interests better.”  

Secretary of State Dulles  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flag_of_Vietnam.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:HD-SN-99-02041.JPEG
//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/05/Gen-commons.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Flag_of_SEATO.svg


Debates within Kennedy 
Administration 
JFK:  Sent Aid/16,000 

advisors (Green Berets) 
Non-combat (secretly 

actively supporting S. 
Vietnam) 

Opposition grows 
against President Diem’s 
policies 
Diem dislike of US troops 

Diem discrimination of 
Buddhists 
Nationwide protests in 

South 

Military coup and death 
of Diem  
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The Long Road To 
War 

Kennedy Assassination 

Only three weeks after the 
coup in Vietnam 

Kennedy’s visit spurred by 
fading support in south 
due to his support of Civil 
Rights 

Zapruder Film 

Warren Commission-one 
gunman 

November 22, 1963 Lee 
Harvey Oswald shot and 
killed Kennedy in Dallas, TX 

 Lyndon Baines Johnson 
becomes President 
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The Long Road To 
War 

 Gulf of Tonkin 
 Pull back or escalate troops of 

16,000 

 S. Vietnam perpetual political 
instability 

 International Communist 
Conspiracy??? 

 Sino-Soviet alliance split (1964) 

 LBJ appear to be a weak leader???? 

 Gulf of Tonkin Resolution 

 USS Maddox-8/2/64  

 Reprisal bombing on North Vietnam 

 Congress, “to take all necessary 
measures to repeal any armed 
attack against the forces of the US 
and to prevent further aggression”-
8/7/64 

 General Westmoreland 

 1st Marines land at Da Nang 3/8/65 

 Operation Rolling Thunder 

 Escalation of ground forces 
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I think it is time for a 
break??? 
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Fighting in Vietnam 
Bombing Campaign 

Dropped over 5 million tons 
over 8 years 
Bomb them into negotiations 

with little success/angered 
villagers 

Targeted Ho Chi Minh Trail with 
little success 
Agent Orange 

Napalm 

Peace Movement centered on 
civilian suffering from bombs 
Major fallout from the Left 
Dr. King & Dr. Benjamin 

Spock300,000 PEOPLE IN 
CENTRAL PARK TO PROTEST 
WAR 
 Larger than March on DC 
 200 MEN BURN THEIR 

DRAFT CARDS IN 
DEFIANCE OF FEDERAL 
LAW 
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Fighting in Vietnam 
On the Ground 

Volunteers until 1967 
“The Ballad of the Green 

Berets” 1966 

Draft-one year tour 
Working class men who did not 

qualify for deferments (college 
& married men) 

Daytime farmer/Nighttime 
Vietcong 

Search-and-destroy missions 

War of attrition 
US Goal:  Kill until they 

surrender 

Communist Goal: Kill until US 
abandons 

Tet Offensive -Turning Point of 
war 
Public opinion changed 
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Controversy on  
the Home Front 

Antiwar Movement 
Many Voices ONE cause 

Moral 
Unwinnable war 
Stop Communist-Support Ho Chi 

Minh/not China 
Injustices at home 

 Students for a Democratic Society 
(SDS) 

ALL agreed that War was destroying 
American Democracy 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

Negative impact on African 
Americans 

Disproportionately fighting/dying  

Teach-Ins 
 Public lectures and debates 

protesting the war. 

Draft-deferments after completing 
college 
 Burning of Draft Cards-Federal 

Offense 
 LBJ discredit movement 

/Communist 

 
 
 

If I had only 
been in a 

crucial job. 

If I had only 
gone to 
college. 

If I had only 
joined the 
National 
Guard. 

Hey, Hey LBJ!!!! How 
many kids did you kill 

today? 

A bunch of 
Communist!!!!!! 
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Election of 1968 
Democrats 

LBJ (D)refuses to run again 
Senator Robert Kennedy (D)- 

Peace Movement Candidate 
 Killed due to his Pro-Israel 

stance 

V.P. Hubert Humphrey-Liberal 
Cause at home/Support of War 

1968 Democratic Convention-
Antiwar Protest 

Republicans 
Richard M. Nixon 

 Return to “Law and Order” at 
home 

 “Peace and Honor” abroad 

 Independent 
George Wallace 

 Conservative southern whites 
& white northern blue collars 

Nixon wins by slimmest 
margin since Wilson 
 
 

 

Controversy on  
the Home Front 

Do you want the recorders or 
what???? 
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My Lai Massacre   

Negations  between Hanoi 
and Washington  
LBJ increased bombing and 

Search/Destroy Missions to 
win the war 

Largest battles of entire war 
prior to My Lai 

American soldiers 
massacred over 500 
innocent civilians 
Fuel debate at home of war 

Controversy on  
the Home Front 
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The Long Road to 
Peace 

 Seeking Peace With Honor 
 Nixon’s Plan 

 Vietnamization 
 Reduction of troops 
 Lottery Draft 
 Appease “Silent Majority” and buy 

time for victory 
 Backlash against peace movement 

 Massive Bombing 
 Diplomacy to decrease Soviet and 

Chinese support of N. Vietnam 
 Détente 

 Cambodia 
 1969:  Secret Bombing 
 1970:  Announced US troops into 

Cambodia to cut off supplies via Ho 
Chi Minh Trail 
 Reaction 

 Destabilized 
Cambodia/Khmer Rouge 

 Congress terminated Gulf of 
Tonkin Resolution 

 Kent State Massacre-  Neil 
Young Ohio 

 1971:  Invasion of Laos 
 1971:  Pentagon Papers- D.O.D. 

study that criticized JFK and LBJ and 
stated that they lied to public 
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The Long Road to 
Peace 

Withdrawal 
Sino-American Relations 

Improve in 1972 
Russo-American Relations 

improve in 1972 
S.A.L.T. I Treaty signed 

Watergate Scandal 
V.P. Resigns 
Nixon Resigns 
Congress Passes War 

Powers Act-restricting 
presidents ability to wage 
war 

Paris Peace Accords 1973 
US Withdrawal 
North Vietnamese remain 
South Vietnam govt in 

place and backed by US 
We could intervene if 

North violated peace 

Fall of Saigon 1975 
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